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INTRODUCTION 

 

Gulftainer, is a private UAE company which has operated the ports of Khorfakkan and 

Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates since 1976 and Shuweikh (Kuwait) since 2003. 

 

Today Khorfakkan in particular is one of the regionôs leading container terminals and 

together with Sharjah Container Terminal handled over 2.5 million TEU in 2008. 

 

Gulftainer Co. Ltd. established in 1976, manages and operates two modern Container 

Terminals and an Inland Container Depot on behalf of Sharjah Port Authority in Sharjah, 

United Arab Emirates. 

 

The company is a privately owned UAE enterprise and has an excellent track record for 

performance stretching back over thirty years. 

 

Gulftainer is built on a sound financial footing as illustrated by involvement in and      

funding for: 

 

Re ïconstruction and development of the UAE terminals alone in the last 3 years. 

 

Khorfakkan Container Terminal    Expansion        Phase 1             $ 30 M 

 

Khorfakkan Container Terminal    Expansion        Phase 2              $ 24 M 

 

Sharjah Container Terminal          Expansion                                   $ 35 M 

                                                                                                    --------------------- 

                                                                                 TOTAL             $ 89 M 

                                                                                                    ============ 

Over the last ten years, again at the two UAE terminals alone, investment has been over 

$ 500 M (in port handling equipment, terminal trailers and gantries). 

  

In 2006 Gulftainer were appointed by the government of the Comoros Islands to manage 

the ports of Moroni, and Mutsamudu in due course. 

 

Major customers at the ports include CMA-CGM, Maersk Sealand, Hanjin Senator, 

UASC, MSC, APL and Thoresen as well as many others. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

So why have customers chosen Khorfakkan and Sharjah when there are many other 

powerful competition options available? 

 

We believe there are five main reasons: 

 

1) Attractive geographical location. 

2) Good terminal performance. 

3) All round professional, flexible approach to operational and commercial issues. 

4) Cost effective operation. 

5) Independent operator ï impartial service to all customers. 

 

Gulftainer has always recognised that ports and terminals have no divine right to business 

and poor management performance and attitude will ï in a competitive world ï drive 

business elsewhere. 

So the company has listened to what customers have said they wanted and then tried its 

best to provide the answers. 

 

Of paramount importance now to lines are cost and speed. Ships are now extremely 

costly and therefore anything that reduces the cost of extra steaming time and/or port 

time is attractive to them. 

  

Merchants want speedy availability of their goods and as little beaurocratic and 

operational delay as possible ï as well as convenient access. 

 

It is very evident that the UAE economy has shown dramatic growth in the last 20 years 

and this success is due in no small measure to the role of the UAE ports such as Sharjah 

and Khorfakkan in promoting efficient and cost effective conduits for goods to move 

quickly and smoothly to consignees. 

 

During this time Gulftainer has also learnt the value of working closely with government, 

customs and health authorities and has built up strong links ï thus enabling any problems 

to be overcome as swiftly and painlessly as possible. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
1. MANAGEMENT 

  

Gulftainer is managed by qualified and professional personnel with many years of 

experience and expertise in the field of Marine, Shipping and Transport Operations. 

 
2. DIVISIONS 
 
 
  Gulftainer has the following eleven divisions; 
 
 
 a)  Khorfakkan Container Terminal, Khorfakkan 

  

b)  Sharjah Container Terminal, Sharjah 

 

c) Transport Division (Speedtrux & Trucktainer), Sharjah 

 

d) Sharjah Inland Container Depot and Warehousing Depot 

 

e) Gulf Container Repair, Khorfakkan / Sharjah 

 

f) Gulftainer Shipping Agencies, Sharjah 

 

g) International Port Management (I.P.M.) 

 

h) Gulftainer (Kuwait) Ltd. 

 

i) Gulftainer Pakistan - Transport and Logistics (GTL- MTI) 

 

j) Gulftainer Comoros Islands (Gulf-Com) 

 

k) Gulftainer Turkey (DEMAS) 

 

        

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
3. KHORFAKKAN CONTAINER TERMINAL(KCT), KHORFAKKAN PORT, SHARJAH 
 
  

- First operational in 1979, KCT is the only natural deepwater harbour on the Indian 
Ocean (East) Coast of the UAE. 

  
- KCT is an ideal transhipment hub port with numerous feeder ship connections to 

all of Gulf Ports, Iran, Indian Sub Continent and East Africa. 
 
-  Existing facility consists of 1460 metres of quay, five berths with 16 metres draft   
       and a terminal area of 350,000 sq.metres. 
 
- KCT has storage facility for over 30,000 TEUs, and a 3000 sq.metre dedicated 

transit shed and storage area for LCL cargo. 
 
- KCT is equipped with sixteen ship to shore Quay Cranes, eighteen Rubber Tyred 

Gantry Cranes, four Rail Mounted Gantry Cranes and numerous types of 
shoreside handling equipment.  

 
- Major Shipping Lines calling at KCT include United Arab Shipping Company 

(UASC), CMA-CGM, CSAV Norasia, Hanjin, Seaconsortium, Samudera, Hapag 
Lloyd and China Shipping. 

 
- Phase 1 of a major expansion has been completed, providing 4 Super Post 

Panamax and 2 Post Panamax gantries on 400 metres of berth with 16 metres 
draft alongside - and now providing a total of 350,000 square metres storage 
space. Phase 2 will provide another 400 metres of berth and four new Super Post 
Panamax gantries ï with completion late in 2009. 



 

 

 
 
4. SHARJAH CONTAINER TERMINAL (SCT), PORT KHALID, SHARJAH. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- SCT established in 1976 was the first purpose built and fully equipped Container 
Terminal in the Middle East. 
 

- The existing facility consists of 586 metre of quay, three berths with 11.5 metres 
draft and a terminal area of 150,000 sq. metres. 

 
- SCT has a storage facility for over 8000 TEUôs and a 9300 Sq. metre dedicated 

transit shed and storage area for LCL cargo. 
 
- SCT is equipped with two ship to shore Quay Cranes, three 104 tonne Liebherr 

and Gottwald Mobile Harbour Cranes, four Rubber Tyred Gantry Cranes and 
ample auxiliary container and cargo handling equipment. 
 

- Gulftainer has operated and maintained Mobile Harbour Cranes since 1992. Both 
major manufacturers of Mobile Harbour Cranes, Gottwald and Liebherr, are 
represented at Gulftainerôs facilities. Gulftainer have been recognised as leading 
operators of this type of equipment achieving higher productivity levels than many 
other ports, worldwide. 

 
- Expansion to be completed in 2010, is now underway to increase draft to 12.5 

metres, add a further berth and increase storage/stacking area by 30,000 square 
metres. 
 
Major Shipping Lines calling at SCT include Global Container Lines, United Arab 
Shipping Company (UASC), Ethiopian Shipping Line, American President Lines 
(APL), Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) and Maersk Line. 
 


