
Make way for the mega ships
Recent developments have seen the introduction of much larger vessels to handle the container requirements of
the logistics industry, with shipping lines having ordered a new generation of "mega-vessels" which can carry up
to 18,000 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units), more than three times the capacity of the global average size
vessels in 2012. It is expected that this trend of upscaling will continue for the foreseeable future, with companies
like China Shipping recently signing orders for five record-size 18,400 TEU vessels. As regulation and demand for
efficient transport of goods continues to grow, liners have been forced to rethink their capacity options, and
adapting to larger vessels has been an economical, efficient and environmentally savvy approach. The writer is
vice-chairman of Gulftainer Group and CEO of Crescent Enterprises.
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